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36th ANNUAL FREIHOFER’S SARATOGA JAZZ FESTIVAL

ANNOUNCES 2013 LINEUP

SAT, JUNE 29 ~ SUN, JUNE 30 
Tony Bennett, Buddy Guy, David Sanborn & Bob James, 
McCoy Tyner Quartet with special guest John Scofield, Preservation Hall Jazz Band, Ladysmith Black Mambazo, Kevin Eubanks, Gregory Porter 
and Rudresh Mahanthappa’s Gamak, among others

Additional Headliner to be Announced 
Saratoga Springs, NY -- The 36th annual Freihofer’s Saratoga Jazz Festival, one of the most celebrated and longest running jazz events in the world, will be held on Saturday, June 29 and Sunday, June 30 at the Saratoga Performing Arts Center. Following the successful celebration of the festival’s 35th anniversary in 2012, this year’s festival headliners include Tony Bennett, Buddy Guy, David Sanborn & Bob James, McCoy Tyner Quartet featuring special guest John Scofield, Preservation Hall Jazz Band, Ladysmith Black Mambazo, Kevin Eubanks, Gregory Porter, and Rudresh Mahanthappa’s Gamak, among others. Online ticket sales begin Monday, March 18 at spac.org. 
Located in Saratoga Springs, New York at Saratoga Performing Arts Center, the festival was founded in 1978 by jazz impresario George Wein and has hosted a who’s who of jazz greats over the years including Miles Davis, Dave Brubeck, B.B. King, Wayne Shorter and Ray Charles. With an inside seating capacity of 5,200, lawn seating of 20,000, world class jazz talent performing on two stages, and an idyllic State Park setting located just three hours driving time from either Boston or New York City, the festival draws thousands of fans from across the Northeast and throughout North America.
“As the encore to last year’s unforgettable 35th anniversary celebration, our 2013 festival will feature another dazzling lineup of legends and luminaries from across the jazz spectrum,” said Marcia J. White, SPAC’s President and Executive Director. “Headlining this year’s festival will be the one and only Tony Bennett, a superstar whose music and timeless appeal have cemented his status as an American icon. He tops a knockout lineup that includes blues legend Buddy Guy, breakout stars like Gregory Porter and Big Sam’s Funky Nation and modern masters David Sanborn & Bob James. It will be another ‘can’t miss’ weekend for jazz fans across the Northeast.”

"The 2013 festival lineup is my personal 'love letter' to our audience who packed, and rocked, the house during last year's 35th anniversary festival," said Danny Melnick, President of Absolutely Live Entertainment, which co-produces the festival with SPAC. “We are super-excited to be presenting another all-star line-up and some of the best new artists on the scene.”
In addition to festival headliners, Gazebo Stage programming will continue to feature an innovative mix of established and emerging artists in jazz. The lineup includes: Gary Smulyan Quartet; Carmen Souza; Ben Williams & Sound Effect; Gilad Hekselman Trio; Chris Bergson Band, Donny McCaslin Group, Ingrid Jensen Band, the Fabian Almazan Trio and also introducing Brianna Thomas, all of whom are making their festival debut. The stage will also feature returning saxophonist Rudresh Mahanthappa with his new band, Gamak. 

While two-days and two-stages of live, world class jazz is the centerpiece of the weekend, fans can also enjoy a host of amenities including a fine arts and crafts fair, CD signings by artists, a full-service bar in the Hall of Springs, southern style barbeque and other food vendors. Guests are welcome to bring in their own food and beverages, as well as blankets, tents and lawn umbrellas. Parking for the event is free.

Adding to the celebratory spirit of the weekend will be special festivities surrounding the 100th Anniversary of Freihofer’s Baking Company, the title sponsor of the festival since 1998. Freihofer’s generous sponsorship has enabled SPAC to consistently present the greatest jazz artists and ensembles in the world. In recognition of the milestone, the company will have an expanded presence at this year’s festival that will include fireworks and giveaways of its famous chocolate chip cookies throughout the two days.
Stella Artois returns to the festival this year and is the lead sponsor of the lawn experience (“the hang”). The upscale Belgian beer company is no stranger to sponsoring high-profile arts and cultural events; they’ve been notably involved with the Chicago Jazz Festival, the Singapore Jazz Festival, and the Sundance Film Festival. 

“Our festival offers an atmosphere that is as spectacular as the music. Our lush lawn, framed by majestic pines of the Spa State Park, is the perfect place to stretch out, relax and take in the music. Gourmet picnics and lively conversations create a welcoming atmosphere and children dance between rows of colorful blankets,” says White. “Once people discover this festival, they return season after season. It becomes a destination they look forward to all year long.”
2013 Freihofer’s Saratoga Jazz Festival Artists
SATURDAY, JUNE 29


Amphitheatre:

David Sanborn & Bob James
Returning for their eleventh and fourth festival appearances respectively (James’ last appearance was with the group Fourplay in 2002), the saxophonist and pianist will perform material from their upcoming OKeh release, Quartette Humaine – their first collaboration since their 1986 album, Double Vision. This is the first time they have toured together as co-leaders and their band includes the legendary drummer Steve Gadd.

McCoy Tyner Quartet featuring special guest John Scofield
Best known for his work with the John Coltrane Quartet, as well as his prosperous solo career, pianist and NEA Jazz Master McCoy Tyner returns, for his first appearance since 2005 and sixth overall, with his quartet. Considered to be one of the most influential pianists of the 20th century, Tyner will feature special guest guitarist John Scofield, who will be returning for his fourth time.

Gregory Porter 
Vocalist Gregory Porter will be making his festival debut, which follows his recent GRAMMY® nomination in the Best Traditional R&B Performance category for his dynamite Motéma Music album Be Good. Porter exhibits such an incredible degree of vocal mastery that no less a jazz luminary than Wynton Marsalis has gone on record to call him “a fantastic young singer.” 

 Big Sam's Funky Nation
This New Orleans funk band is led by trombone powerhouse, Big Sam Williams, formerly the trombonist for the Dirty Dozen Brass Band, who the San Francisco Chronicle calls “the top man on the slide trombone in the birthplace of jazz.” Attendees and fans of last year's Trombone Shorty festival performance will surely be blown away by this band's energetic and noteworthy live show.

The Cookers
Following their 2012 album, Believe (Motéma Music) these legendary jazzmen, who have all proven themselves integral components in great bands of the past, will be making their festival debut. The super-group features trumpeters Eddie Henderson and David Weiss, saxophonists Billy Harper, and Craig Handy, bassist Cecil McBee, and drummer Billy Hart. The Cookers' lineup serves as a lifeline to one of the music's golden eras, a rare conglomeration of true living legends still making vital, modern music.


Rudresh Mahanthappa’s Gamak
With his highly original fusion of east and west jazz mixed with the sounds of his Indian heritage, Mahanthappa will perform with his new quartet Gamak (guitarist David "Fuze" Fiuczynski, bassist François Moutin and drummer Dan Weiss), in support of their new self-titled album. This will be Mahanthappa's fourth festival appearance and second as a leader (performing previously as a sideman for Vijay Iyer in 2002 and Jack DeJohnette in 2011). 

Gazebo:

Gary Smulyan Quartet 
Having performed numerous times at the festival with the Dizzy Gillespie All Star Big Band, Mingus Big Band and others, this will be Gary Smulyan's first appearance as a leader. The baritone saxophonist will perform with his all-star band from his new critically acclaimed album, Smul's Paradise, featuring B3 organist Mike LeDonne, guitarist Peter Bernstein and drummer Kenny Washington.

Carmen Souza
Born and raised in Lisbon and now living in London, vocalist Carmen Souza's unique style combines traditional rhythms and song forms with jazz and Brazilian influences. The appearance will mark yet another watershed moment in the festival’s modern history of presenting the top-tier “world music” artists, including Cesaria Evora (2000), Angelique Kidjo (2002, 2011), Femi Kuti (2001, 2004), Youssou N’Dour (2004), Edmar Castaneda (2006, 2012), Afro Cuban All Stars (2010) and many others.

Ben Williams & Sound Effect
Ben Williams' warm, woody tone, flowing groove, melodic phrasing, and storytelling approach has found favor among musicians. He performed his first-ever concert as a leader in 2010 at SPAC’s Little Theater as part of its extended season, a year after winning the 2009 Thelonious Monk Institute International Jazz Competition. His band includes Marcus Strickland on saxophones, who led his own group at the 2011 festival.

Gilad Hekselman Trio
Gifted Israeli musician Gilad Hekselman has established a reputation as one of the most promising guitarists in New York since his arrival in 2004. The New York Times said, "Mr. Hekselman has set himself roughly up in the line of Pat Metheny and Kurt Rosenwinkel, with a warm and clean guitar tone, clear articulation, crazily extended improvisational ideas, speed when he needs it, an advanced understanding of harmony, and the flexibility to go wherever his bands want..." With his festival debut, Hekselman's appearance continues the festival’s ongoing discovery of international jazz musicians: Michel Camilo (1990 and three subsequent appearances), Keiko Matsui (1999), Gonzalo Rubalcaba (1999), Luciana Souza (2001), Hiromi (2003, 2012), EST (2003), Anat Cohen (2007), Pedrito Martinez (2011, 2012) and countless others.

Rudresh Mahanthappa’s Gamak (see info above)
SUNDAY, JUNE 30

Amphitheatre:
Tony Bennett 

Entering his seventh decade as a recording artist with 17 Grammy Awards to his credit, Tony Bennett has earned his legendary status many times over. A Kennedy Center Honoree and NEA Jazz Master, Bennett’s unprecedented career was best described by the New York Times in 1993 when they noted that “Tony Bennett has not just bridged the generation gap, he has demolished it…” The singer, who has sold more than 50 million records worldwide, made history again in 2011 when his CD Duets II, debuted at the top of the Billboard Album charts, making Bennett the oldest vocal artist ever to achieve the number one spot. It was followed by 2012’s Viva Duets, featuring top selling Latin artists including Marc Anthony, Gloria Estefan and Miguel Bose. Currently collaborating on an album with Lady Gaga, Tony Bennett is living proof that fairy tales can indeed come true when you’re young at heart.

Buddy Guy
In a career that spans nearly 50 years with over 50 albums released, living legend of the blues, Buddy Guy, will make his long-awaited return to the festival after becoming a Kennedy Center Honoree in 2012. Anyone looking to learn more about the iconic singer/guitarist can do so in Guy’s new autobiography, When I Left Home: My Story. Fans will also have the opportunity to check him out in April at Eric Clapton’s Crossroads Festival at Madison Square Garden.  Guy last performed at the festival in 1999.
Preservation Hall Jazz Band
The legendary New Orleans jazz group, Preservation Hall Jazz Band, will return to the festival this year (their debut was in 2006). The band, which Rolling Stone said, "shines like a beacon of New Orleans jazz," has traveled worldwide for decades, performing for everyone from British Royalty to the King of Thailand. The group recently received a NAACP Image Award and also performed alongside Dr. John and The Black Keys at the 55th Annual GRAMMY® Awards. 

Ladysmith Black Mambazo 
The male choral group from South Africa rose to worldwide prominence as a result of singing with Paul Simon on his album, Graceland, and have won multiple awards including three GRAMMY® Awards. Formed in 1960, the group is now recognized as one of the most successful world music acts and will make their festival debut this year.
Kevin Eubanks
Kevin Eubanks will return to the festival in his first appearance since his debut in 1996, with Bill Pierce, Rene Camacho and Marvin “Smitty” Smith. Perhaps best known as the leader of The Tonight Show with Jay Leno band, the guitarist has also established himself as a prolific composer and jazz guitarist. He will be celebrating The Messenger, his new album on Mack Avenue Records.
Donny McCaslin Group
The acclaimed saxophonist has long been one of jazz music's most striking voices, leading to long-running collaborations with innovators like Dave Douglas and Maria Schneider. His own solo work has been marked by a restless exploration that is only accelerated with his latest release, Casting for Gravity (Greenleaf Music), which The New York Times called an, “ambitious electro-acoustic venture – part gritty, part gleaming...” Pianist Jason Lindner, bassist Tim Lefebvre and drummer Mark Guiliana will perform with McCaslin at this year's festival.

Gazebo:
Chris Bergson Band 
This phenomenal blues guitarist/singer/songwriter (a la Eric Clapton, The Band, Dr. John, etc.) will make his festival debut this year. If you loved Brian Mitchell's performance the past two years, you will surely adore Bergson, who will complement headlining performances by guitar heavyweights Buddy Guy and Kevin Eubanks on the same day. Bergson will perform with saxophonist Jay Collins, B3 organist Craig Dreyer, bassist Matt Clohesy and drummer Tony Leone.

Donny McCaslin Group (see info above)

Ingrid Jensen Band
Canadian trumpeter Ingrid Jensen, who makes her festival debut as a leader, can be heard with the GRAMMY® Award-winning Maria Schneider Orchestra, the IJQ with Geoffrey Keezer, Project O, Nordic Connect and a number of New York-based bands. In 2003 she was nominated, for the second time, alongside trumpeter Dave Douglas for a Jazz Journalist Association Award in New York and is seen yearly in the top five of the DownBeat Critic Polls in the "Talent Deserving Wider Recognition” category.
Fabian Almazan Trio

Bright, young Cuban-American pianist and composer Fabian Almazan makes his first festival appearance as a leader following the successful release of his debut album Personalities. Known to jazz audiences around the world for his superlative playing as a member of the Terence Blanchard quartet, Almazan’s sound is a fusion of Cuban jazz, classical and electronic music. 
Introducing Brianna Thomas 
This incredible young vocalist is quickly making a name for herself in the New York scene. Will Friedwald of the Wall Street Journal said, "she may well be the best young straight-ahead jazz singer of her generation." Most recently, Thomas performed with Wynton Marsalis as part of his "Meet Me at the Crossroads" lecture series at Harvard University. 
TICKETS
Tickets to the festival go on sale on March 18 at spac.org; box office and phone sales begin on May 15. 
	 
	June 29
Adult
	June 29
Child (12 and Under)
	June 30
Adult
	June 30
Child (12 and Under)
	2-Day Pass
Adult*
	2-Day Pass
Child*

	Sections 1-7, Boxes
	$80.00
	$65.00
	$75.00
	$60.00
	$145.00
	$115.00

	Sections 8-12, 15-17
	$75.00
	$60.00
	$70.00
	$55.00
	$135.00
	$105.00

	Sections 13-14, 18-30
	$55.00
	$40.00
	$55.00
	$40.00
	$100.00
	$70.00

	Lawn
	$55.00
	FREE
	$55.00
	FREE
	$100.00
	FREE


FREIHOFER’S SARATOGA JAZZ FESTIVAL ARTISTS
	SATURDAY, JUNE 29
	SUNDAY, JUNE 30


	AMPHITHEATRE
	AMPHITHEATRE

	David Sanborn & Bob James
	Tony Bennett 

	McCoy Tyner Quartet with

special guest John Scofield

	Buddy Guy

	Gregory Porter
	Preservation Hall Jazz Band



	Big Sam’s Funky Nation
	Ladysmith Black Mambazo



	The Cookers featuring Billy Harper,

Eddie Henderson, David Weiss, Craig Handy, George Cables, Cecil McBee & Billy Hart


	Kevin Eubanks with Bill Pierce,

Rene Camacho & Marvin “Smitty” Smith



	Rudresh Mahanthappa’s Gamak


	Donny McCaslin Group with Jason Lindner,

Tim Lefebvre & Mark Guiliana



	Headliner TBA
	

	GAZEBO STAGE
	GAZEBO STAGE

	Gary Smulyan Quartet with Mike LeDonne,

Peter Bernstein & Kenny Washington
	Chris Bergson Band with Jay Collins,

Craig Dreyer, Matt Clohesy & Tony Leone



	Rudresh Mahanthappa’s Gamak
	Donny McCaslin Group with Jason Lindner, Tim Lefebvre & Mark Guiliana



	Carmen Souza
	Ingrid Jensen Band



	Ben Williams & Sound Effect
	Fabian Almazan Trio


	Gilad Hekselman Trio
	
Introducing Brianna Thomas




About Saratoga Performing Arts Center
 

Since opening in 1966, Saratoga Performing Arts Center has established a reputation as one of America's most prestigious summer festivals. Its tranquil setting in a 2,400-acre park preserve surrounded by hiking trails, geysers, and natural mineral springs draws vacation crowds and arts connoisseurs each year to its summer pro​gram​ming, which includes the Freihofer's Saratoga Jazz Festival and summer residencies by New York City Ballet and The Philadelphia Orchestra. SPAC also presents programs in modern dance, chamber music and cabaret. Rock and pop concerts presented by Live Nation and opera by Opera Saratoga are also part of SPAC's summer season.

 

The 36th Annual Freihofer's Saratoga Jazz Festival is co-presented by SPAC and Absolutely Live Entertainment, LLC.

For media information, please contact:

DL Media · 610-667-0501

Maureen McFadden  ·  maureen@dlmediamusic.com
Don Lucoff  ·  don@dlmediamusic.com
SPAC · www.spac.org
Shane Williams-Ness · 518-584-9330 x 116

shane@spac.org · M: 518-378-0295

Lisa Hill · 518-584-9330 x 119

lhill@spac.org · M: 518-496-2882
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David Sanborn
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Buddy Guy
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Carmen Souza
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Big Sam’s Funky Nation




